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How hazardous is the spill? 
Mercury spills need special treatment and are dealt with separately later in this section. 
The questions in the following table can be used to judge whether it is safe to tackle a spill. 
 
What are the chemical hazards? 
Specific advice on the treatment and disposal of a particular chemical, where it differs 
from the general procedure, is given on the relevant Hazard. General advice can be 
found on the Emergency E card and is amplified in the section. 
 
How big is the spill? 
Small, low-hazard spills can be absorbed with paper towels that are then rinsed in the 
sink and placed in the normal refuse. 
Larger spills and small spills of hazardous chemicals can be absorbed on mineral 
absorbent, which should be present in every room. 
 
Is it solid or liquid; if liquid, is it volatile? 
A dustpan and brush can be used to clear up a solid but take extra care not to raise 
dust. It may be necessary wear a dust mask. 
For volatile liquids and gases, open the windows to improve ventilation only if this can 
be done without putting anyone, including yourself, at risk. 
It may be necessary to evacuate the room if, e.g., the spill is large, volatile and 
CORROSIVE or TOXIC. 
In extreme cases, it may also be necessary to call in specialists, generally the fire 
brigade1. 
 
What surfaces have been affected? 
A spill may seep into a rough surface. In extreme cases, the surface (e.g. carpet, pupil’s 
bag) may need to be discarded once valuable items have been retrieved and cleaned. 
Where there is doubt on how to proceed, call the CLEAPSS Helpline. If the spilled liquid 
produces a powerful smell, it would be wise to call CLEAPSS. 
 
After dealing with a spill, it may be helpful to discuss the incident within the department and to 
note any points to avoid in future. 
A general procedure for dealing with substantial spills in described on the following page. Copies 
of the procedure could be kept with the spills kit and in the departmental safety file. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


